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Please provide a brief narrative, encapsulating your recent activities since last August. This content will be published in the online APS Annual Report for use by council and historical purposes:

To best reach the general public about host-resistance related research, the committee decided to begin highlighting relevant research or news stories on social media by sharing them with the hashtag #HostResistance and tagging APS. This prevents the issues of having to maintain an official Host-Resistance Facebook profile or Twitter handle that would need to be transferred between users constantly. This hashtag was reiterated to the members of the committee to encourage usage. A guest lecture contact list was forwarded to the Councilor-at-Large for discussion with the Office of Education on how to implement this idea APS-wide. Discussions with the Office of Education occurred, however the Office of Education was more interested in carefully curated content for the APS website than supporting a list of individuals for live Zoom/web-based guest lectures. The host resistance committee submitted a proposal for a panel discussion entitled “Fostering impactful collaboration between plant pathologists and breeders”. This proposal was not selected for inclusion in the 2021 programming.

What are the key scientific or societal objectives you are currently focusing on:

The Host-Resistance committee is working to develop successful proposals for Plant Health 2022. This year we are focusing on developing two collaborative proposals with the Collections and Germplasm Committee and the Molecular and Cellular Phytopathology Committee, respectively. We are also continuing our efforts to establish a larger social media presence highlighting host-resistance research.

Please provide brief highlights of your expected outcomes for next year with target milestones, resources required, and member lead if applicable:

Two ideas were proposed as possible Plant Health 2022 sessions. 1) The collection and germplasm committee discussed having a special session highlighting pathogen culture collections with subsequent workshops on how germplasm is managed. Jason Zurn is currently working with them to develop a proposal that features both host and pathogen germplasm collections. 2) An idea was proposed featuring how environmental change/variability influences disease resistance/plant-microbe interactions (e.g. R-genes that are more or less effective at higher temperatures and the mechanisms behind this). This idea was mentioned as a possible collaboration with the molecular and cellular phytopathology committee. Ye Xia is leading the efforts on this proposal.

The idea to see if the new community site system can be leveraged to allow for anonymous posting for advice, similar to Reddit or whisper, was forwarded to our Councilor-at-Large for discussion on how to implement this idea APS-wide. Reddit/whisper/stackoverflow are great communities to get advice about life/research. The attractiveness of these communities is partially driven by the fact that users ask questions and post advice completely anonymously. By hosting the site through APS rather than going through a public forum (e.g. reddit) we can ensure a safe and professional environment dedicated to plant pathology.

Share any actionable items where you would like Council action or response:

Reddit/whisper/stackoverflow are great communities to get advice about life/research. The attractiveness of these communities is partially driven by the fact that users ask questions and post advice completely anonymously. Considering the new APS community sites, could a community site be set up that allows for anonymous posting of questions and advice. By hosting the site through APS rather than going through a public forum (e.g. reddit) we can ensure a safe and professional environment dedicated to plant pathology.

List all members for the next term. Only include committee position, full name and affiliation:

Chair: Ye Xia, Ohio State University
Vice Chair: Jagmohan Singh, ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute
Immediate Past Chair: Jason Zurn, Kansas State University
