2020 APS Host Resistance Annual Report

Please provide a brief narrative, encapsulating your recent activities since last August. This content will be published in the online APS Annual Report for use by council and historical purposes:

The Host-Resistance Committee co-sponsored two special session for Plant Health 2020. These sessions were 1) “Hormonal Signaling in Plant Defense Responses and Disease Resistance” which was held on August 13, 2020 and 2) “Molecular Mechanism of Temperature Modulation of Plant Immunity” which was held on August 10, 2020. Since last August, Host-Resistance Committee has also discussed 1) Development of educational content for online teaching, and 2) Needs and ways to communicate host-resistance research to the public, by emails.


What are the key scientific or societal objectives you are currently focusing on:

The Host-Resistance committee worked to 1) Develop online teaching resources and 2) Identify new ways to communicate host-resistance research to the public. Ideas proposed included 1) Establish a list of people who are interested in providing online guest lectures for plant pathology classes, 2) Establish a list of volunteers to develop educational content, 3) Establish a host resistance google drive for host resistance teaching resources/historically important manuscripts, and 4) Establish a social media presence highlighting host-resistance research.

Please provide brief highlights of your expected outcomes for next year with target milestones, resources required, and member lead if applicable:

The idea to create a list of volunteer online guest lecturers was forwarded to our Councilor-at-Large for discussion with the Office of Education on how to implement this idea APS-wide. The list developed would have names and contact information of volunteers willing to give a guest lecture and information on which subjects the volunteers would like to present. A google drive was established for host-resistance committee members to gather and develop host-resistance related teaching resources. Work is underway to create host-resistance related educational content as part of the Councilor’s challenge. Kelly Allen, a graduate student from University of Massachusetts, Amherst, volunteered and was approved by the committee to coordinate with members to develop educational content. This google drive has been shared with the host-resistance committee members to contribute to. Finally, to best reach the general public about host-resistance related research, the committee decided to begin highlighting relevant research or news stories on social media by sharing them with the hashtag #HostResistance and tagging APS. This prevents the issues of having to maintain an official Host-Resistance Facebook profile or Twitter handle that would need to be transferred between users constantly. A hashtag also allows for participation by all committee members and individuals who do not belong to the APS host-resistance committee who work in the area of plant disease resistance.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Share any actionable items where you would like Council action or response:

The Host-Resistance Committee would like the Council to consider coordinating the list of volunteers willing to provide online guest lectures. This idea could enrich many online classes other than those specifically tailored toward host-resistance.

List all members for the next term. Only include committee position, full name and affiliation:

Chair: Jason Zurn, Kansas State University
Vice Chair: Ye Xia, Ohio State University
Immediate Past Chair: Awais Khan, Cornell University
